celebrates his 80th birthday on 5 September 1966. We all wish him continued good health and many happy returns of the day.
In the early years of the A.C.P. everyone who attended our meetings knew Dyke personally: one might almost say, intimately. But nowadays there must be many of our members who know him only by sight or by reputation. Therefore it may be of interest to recall the impression he first made on those of us who worked closely with him nearly forty years ago.
I must begin by recalling that the A.C.P. was founded in 1927 I am sure that in its early years the success of the A.C.P. owed much to Dyke's eloquence, especially when more or less impromptu. We always listened attentively to his contributions to the discussions at our scientific meetings and to the Annual Report which he delivered with so much gusto each year. He always kept his audience in a good humour: a rare gift.
The A.C.P. also owed much to Dyke's journalistic talent, though I must say that in my opinion our founder was more effective as a speaker than as a writer. But he appreciated the importance of the written word: witness his influence in the initiation of this Journal and of that hardy perennial 'Recent advances in clinical pathology'. However, these are fruits of a later period. I must return to recollections of the early years.
Dyke became the recognized spokesman of the A.C.P. in all communications to the medical press. He wrote frequently and forcibly for the correspondence columns of the British Medical Journal and Lancet. I hope that someday someone will make a collection of Dyke's letters. At present I can only contribute two which I still remember and have been able to trace. I quote them as examples of 'Dykian' wit and wisdom. From the 'British Medical Journal' (13 July 1935) 'Most workers in diagnostic laboratories have at one time or another been embarrassed by being regarded as priests of a peculiarju-ju which, in return for a suitable offering of a piece of meat, or a bottle of urine, will make oracular utterance.' From the'British Medical Journal' (3 September 1938) 'The impression exists ... that the beginning and end of clinical pathology is the examination in a laboratory of a specimen from the patient without reference to that patient. The pathologist was, and still sometimes is, regarded as a sort of mumbojumbo who, from within his laboratory shrine, will, on receipt of appropriate offering of blood, excrement, or tissue, make oracular utterance.'
I have recalled my recollection of Dyke's style of speaking and writing because these were very effective in ensuring the success of the A.C.P., but much more important than these were certain of his personality characteristics to which I will refer in conclusion.
Sidney 
